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as Its beauty lengthens and runs back again.
I think perhaps It Is this perpetual variation,
followed by the sea-care secretlveness of part
of the second verse, varied by the feeling of a
wide sea-strand, or of waves marching, pro-
duced (apart from the magical inspiration of
It) to some degree by alliteration, in such lines
as
" By Leucotliea's lovely hands/5
or
cc By Thetis' tinsel-slippered feet/5
And the songs of Sirens sweet,"
that produces its beauty.
The first line I have quoted has the sound
of water; the second and third the strange
glittering of sea-jewels seen under the water.
But the poern is hardly to be explained. It
is magic, and none can tell whence it comes.
I have been obliged to omit many of Milton's
most beautiful poems. But I have, at least,
succeeded In including Lycidas, which,
though it Is a rhymed poem, begins, strangely
enough, with an ^rhymed line, and a very
beautiful one (the vowels give the Impression
of a dark and mournful air).
a Yet once more, 0 ye laurels, and once more/5